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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on December 1 3, 2001 



2. Claims 1-1 1 have been examined and remain pending with this action. 



Claim RBjections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditbns and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The language of claims 9 raises a question as to whether the claim is directed 
merely to an abstract idea that is not tied to a technological art, environment or machine 
which would result in a practical application producing a concrete, useful, and tangible 
result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 

The applicant(s) claim "a program recording medium to realize" but does not 
define within the body of the claim the hardware in which the invention runs. Thus, 
absent recitation of the server or some other hardware, claim 9 is not limited to a 
tangible embodiment, instead being sufficiently broad to encompass software, per se. 
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The examiner encourages applicant to define within the claims the embodied 
features and limitations on a "tangible" computer readable medium such as hard drives, 
disks, and other hardware elements. An example of a proper format would be "a 
machine readable code" or "program code"... " stored on a tancible computer readable 
medium". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Freivald et al. (US 5,898,836 A) in view of Schneider (US 6,973.505 B1). 

INDEPENDENT: 

As per claim 1, Freivald teaches a file generation apparatus comprising: 

file generating and registering means for generating a file (see Fig.4 and col .7, 

lines 40-41) and registering the file in a file posting apparatus (see Fig.2 and col.7, lines 

2-6); and 

transmitting means for transmitting file registration information that describes the 
URL notation to a transmission destination (see col.7, lines 40-41). 
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Freivald does not explicitly teach of a URL generating means for generating URL 
notation that includes a description of full path information to the file registered in the file 
posting apparatus and a description to call a function, which operates the file. 
Schneider teach of a URL generating means for generating URL notation that includes 
a description of full path information to the file registered in the file posting apparatus 
and a description to call a function, which operates the file (see col.9, lines 14-17). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teaching of Schneider within the system of Freivald 
by implementing generating URL notation that includes a description of full path 
information to the file registered in the file posting apparatus and a description to call a 
function, which operates the file within the file generation apparatus because Freivald 
teaches that URL identifies a document on the web (see col.1 , lines 32-35). 

As per claim 9, Freivald teaches a program-recording medium to realize a file 
generation apparatus to register a generated file in a file posting apparatus, wherein the 
program causes a computer to execute: 

generating a file (see Fig.4 and col.7, lines 40-41) and registering it in a file 
posting apparatus (see Fig.2 and col.7, lines 2-6); and 

transmitting file registration information describing the URL notation to a 
transmission destination (see col.7, lines 40-41). 

Freivald does not explicitly teach of generating URL notation including a 
description of full path Information to the file registered in the file posting apparatus and 
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a description to call a function for manipulating the file. Schneider teach of generating 
URL notation including a description of full path information to the file registered in the 
file posting apparatus and a description to call a function for manipulating the file (see 
col .9, lines 14-17). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teaching of Schneider within the system of Freivald 
by implementing generating URL notation including a description of full path information 
to the file registered in the file posting apparatus and a description to call a function for 
manipulating the file within the file generation program because Freivald teaches that 
URL identifies a document on the web (see col.1 , lines 32-35). 

As per claim 10, Freivald teaches an image scanner comprising: 

an image processing section to read image data and generating a file (see Fig.4 
and col.7, lines 40-41); 

file registering means for registering the file in a file posting apparatus (see Fig.2 
and col.7, lines 2-6); and 

transmitting means for transmitting file registration information describing the 
URL notation to a transmission destination (see col.7, lines 40-41). 

Freivald does not explicitly teach of a URL generating means for generating URL 
notation that includes a description of full path information to the file registered in the file 
posting apparatus and a description to call a function, which operates the file. 
Schneider teach of a URL generating means for generating URL notation that includes 
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a description of full path information to the file registered in the file posting apparatus 
and a description to call a function, which operates the file (see col.9, lines 14-17). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teaching of Schneider within the system of Freivald 
by implementing generating URL notation that includes a description of full path 
information to the file registered in the file posting apparatus and a description to call a 
function, which operates the file within the image scanner because Freivald teaches that 
URL identifies a document on the web (see col.1 , lines 32-35). 

DEPENDENT: 

As per claim 2, which depends on claim 1 , Freivald further teaches wherein the 
transmitting means transmits to a transmission destination the file registration 
information that describes the URL notation using electronic mail (see col.7, lines 41- 
43). 

As per claim 3, which depends on claim 1 , Schneider further teaches wherein 
the URL generating means generates URL notation that includes description to call a 
file name change function and/or storage folder change function (see col.1 , line 63- 
col.2, line 7). 

As per claim 4, which depends on claim 1 , Freivald further teaches wherein the 
file posting apparatus is a Web filing system and the transmission destination is a 
terminal (see Fig. 1). 
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As per claim 5, which depends on claim 1, Freivald further teaches wherein the 
file generating and registering means assigns the relevant file name to the generated 
file by using date and time infonnation (implicit: see col.4, lines 15-19). 

As per claim 6, which depends on claim 1, Freivald further teaches wherein the 
file generating and registering means uses a folder reported as a storage destination 
beforehand from the file posting apparatus as the storage destination of the generated 
file (see col.4, lines 7-17). 

As per claim 7, which depends on claim 1, Freivald further teaches wherein the 
full path information in URL notation generated by the URL generating means is defined 
based on a filename assigned by the file generating and registering means and a 
determined storage folder (implicit: see col .3, lines 31-40). 

As per claim 8, which depends on claim 1 , Freivald and Schneider further 
teaches wherein the description to call a function which operates the file in URL notation 
generated by the URL generating means is a description that calls a function provided 
by a CGI program provided in the file posting apparatus (see Freivald: col.3, lines 31-40 
and Schneider: col. 1, line 63-col.2, line 7. 

As per claim 11, which depends on claim 10, Freivald further teaches wherein 
the file registering means has a file transfer program to transfer the file to the file posting 
apparatus; and 

wherein the transmitting means comprises a mail transmission program to 
transmit file registration information describing the URL notation to a transmission 
destination using electronic mail (see claim 2 rejection above). 
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Conclusion 



5. For the reasons above claims 1-1 1 tias been rejected and remains pending. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Y. Won whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael Won 




/ SALEH NAJJXR 
SUPERVISORY IWENT EXAMINER 




February 3, 2006 



